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Whose Downtown Is It Gonna Be? Mine? Yours? Our.

,YH EHHQ Z U-ed¥ &nd thePo8casional band profile for The Bryan/College Station

(DJOH VLQFH ORVWO\ ,-YH EHHQ D ELJ RO- EXWWHUEDOO R
XVXDOO\ EHFD XV Hime- BooBtereof the local music scene. | would rather not

UHYLHZ D EDQG:-V &' LI , GRQ-W OLNH LW UDWKHU WKDQ SROLVK
VRPHRQH - Veafnedw®rk apart. National bands do not get that kind of under-

standing. Still, there are times when the long daggers come out and | have to go after

someone or something in print.

Last year it was a person affiliated with Rock The Republic who made some dumb comments about the local

PXVLF VFHQH 7KLV \HDU LW:V 7KH 0DQ WU\LQJ WR WDNH RXU URFNXQUROO FO
"6WDIIRUG OD\ +DYH 7R &ORVHpu , KDG WR ILQDOO\ PDNH FRPPHQW XSRQ WKH SRZ
shut down The Stafford. All of the staff at 979Represent has spent many a weekend at The Stafford either

kicking out the jams onstage, bro  -ing down in the pit in front of some awesome band, or jive talking up at the

EDU ‘H-YH VSHQW KRXUV UHDGLQJ WKH FRPLFV RQ WKH ZDOO ZKLOH WDNLQJ D
have written on the walls and columns, having arm chair races or watching people randomly destroy bar stools

and tables. In short, The Stafford is our place: Dirtbag Central, if you will.

So imagine my consternation when | began to hear about the Bryan Police shutting down shows for noise and

WKH PRXQWLQJ SLOH RI QRLVH RUGLQDQFH ILQHV WKDW WRWDO PRUH WKDQ (UL
LVVXH EULHIO\ 37QRepBEENOcaver story on The Stafford and our other fine music/spirits establish-

PHQW 5HYROXWLRQ &DIp % DU :KDW , GLGQ-W UHDOO\ DGGUHVV ZDV WKH SRWt
official and the noise complaints. We know there are loft apartments throughout downtown Bryan, but there

is a particular group of apartments owned by said former official that is within spitting distance of The Staf-

ford. Many of the noise complaints source from these particular apartments. BPD will tell you that the noise

complaints come from a variety of other sources, but during Loudfest last month | personally witnessed resi-

dents from said apartments outside the back of The Stafford trying to decide whether it was loud enough yet

to call the police. And this was on a Saturday night! If you have to come out of your apartment and stand

GLUHFWO\ EHKLQG D FOXE:V EDFN GRRU WR ILJXUH RXW LI LW:V WRR ORXG WKHQ
WKHVH UHVLGHQWY KDYH EHHQ FRDFKHG RQ ZKHQ WR SURSHUO\ FDOO WKH ODZ R
FRQQHFWLRQ EHWZHHQ WKH RZQHU RI WKH ORIWV %3' DQG WKH LQFUHDVLQJ KH
an ongoing concern for Eric that he is dealing with appropriately with advice on the legal tip.

But then last month | read on the front page of The Eagle that the Downtown Bryan Association had purchased
The Queen, the historic theater that is located next door to The Stafford. That venue requires extensive reno-
vations and will take some time to be ready to house something meaningful. While the Downtown Bryan Asso-
ciation is not exactly the same as if the city itself bought the place, do remember that the city appoints mem-

bers to the association, so we are talking about a city -appointed entity managing The Queen. They could oper-
ate a movie theater, a bar, a music club, a museum, a place to rent out for social events, etc. Whatever it is,
you can bet that it will not be copacetic with a loud -as-fuck rock cavern next door blasting out double kick

drums and screams from the massive P.A. seven days a week. Eventually | believe Eric will be shut down.

7KH\ FDQ-W GR WKDW ULJKW" :HOO WHFKQLFDOO\ QR (ULF KDV D OHDVH RQ 7k
taxes, he maintains his liquor license with care and has complied with the tightening rules of the local fire

PDUVKDO 6R WKH\ FDQ-W MXVW RXVW KLP %XW WKH QRLVH FRPSODLQW FDQ EH
WLQ\ KROHV LQ KLV EDQN DFFRXQW XQWLO DOO KLV FDSLWDO OHDNV DZD\ :KH
gone.

, WKLQN ZH DOO DJUHH WKDW SRVLWLYH HFRQRPLF JURZWK LV LQ GRZQWRZQ:-\
PDNHV IRU FRRO DWPRVSKHUH EXW ,-G ORYH LI WKRVH YDFDQW VSRWV ZHUH LQ)\
Bryan needs to be careful how they manage the growth of downtown. Yeah, the richers spend money down-

WRZQ EXW , DP KRSLQJ WKDW LQ WKH SURFHVV RI UHIXUELVKLQJ WKH FLW\ FRUH
the artistic underclass that has helped to resuscitate downtown, the 20 to 40 -somethings that need nightlife

outside of the student -congested Northgate bars and chain mall Americana down University and Harvey.

+HUH:-V WR KRSLQJ WKDW %U\DQ FRQWLQXHV WR PDNH URRP |IRUKELKHMIGNISWEDJV
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